
 5th/6th Independent Reading Tasks 

For all tasks, include specific details and make sure to show evidence that you read the whole 

book. Include page numbers when using quotes. You may repeat the same task for a 

maximum of 3 books throughout the year.  

 
1. Character Interview: Pretend you are a talk show host and interview your favorite character. Include 

at least 10 questions. This can be written down, “podcast” style, or a video.  
 

2. Character Description: Describe a character from the book in detail. Include a physical description, 
likes/dislikes, and at least 3 problems the character faces and how they are resolved. Include an 
illustration of the character.  
 

3. Character Comparison: Compare and contrast two characters in the story. This should be in 
paragraph form. Remember to include detail. 
 

4. Comic Strip: Condense the book into a comic strip. Tell the whole story in a minimum of 10 events.  
 

5. Book Jacket: Design a new book jacket for the book. Include a cover picture with the title and author, 
a summary of the book, and a short blurb about the author.  
 

6. Newspaper: Create a newspaper for your book including at least 3 elements (1.  Summary of the 
book, 2.  Description of the main character, 3. Some other newspaper element like an ad, weather 
report, news story, announcement, obituary, etc.)  
 

7. Poster: Create a poster. The poster should include: title, author, setting, description of characters, and 
10 plot events. 
 

8. Movie Trailer: Create a movie trailer of your book. Make sure to include detail and it’s ok to have 
spoilers.  iMovie is great for this! 
 

9. Crossword: Make a crossword puzzle using characters, events, and other words from the book. 
Include at least 15 words with descriptions. You may use a crossword generator like this one 
(http://www.printablecrosswordmaker.com/crossword_maker/crossword_maker.jsp) 
 

10. Movie Compare/Contrast: If you read a book that has been made into a movie, watch the movie and 
compare and contrast the movie and the book. 
 

11. Astrology: Choose 5 characters from the book and explain which astrology sign you think they would 
be and why (you may need to research astrology signs). Use specific examples from the book.  
 

12. Board Game: Create a board game using the characters and at least 10 events from the book.  
 

13. Recommendation: Only complete this task if you really enjoyed your book. Write a recommendation 
for the book (don’t include spoilers so it can be shared with classmates). Include the genre and what 
you liked about the book. This can be written, or in the form of a TV commercial.  
 

14. Reader’s Theater: Condense the story into a short reader’s theater script.  
 

15. Book Talk: Do a 2 minute book talk for the class. Include the title, author, a description of the 
characters and the plot (without spoilers). End with a recommendation and what type of reader might 
enjoy the book. Please coordinate the date of your presentation with Mrs. Morgan well in advance. 

http://www.printablecrosswordmaker.com/crossword_maker/crossword_maker.jsp


 
16. Book Alphabet: Write a sentence that relates to the book using each letter of the alphabet (Example: 

“A is for the poisoned Apple that the Witch gives to Snow White.  B is for Bashful, one of the 7 
dwarves who is easily embarrassed and hides behind his beard.” (If some letters are too challenging, 
use them in the middle of a word instead) 
 

17. Playlist: Create a playlist of at least 10 songs that go with important moments in the book. For each 
song, explain the event and why you chose that song.  
 

18. Kahoot: Create a Kahoot! quiz including at least 20 questions from throughout the book. (Please 
email Mrs. Morgan before setting up your Kahoot account, there are specific instructions on how to 
set it up in order to be able to share it when you are finished).  
 

19. Puppet Show: Create a puppet show of the book including at least 10 events. You can create a video 
recording or if you’d like to share it live with the class please get it approved by Mrs. Morgan well in 
advance.  
 

20. Song: Write new lyrics to a well-known tune. In the song, include at least 10 events and the main 
characters. Feeling brave? Perform or record your song! (Confirm with Mrs. Morgan well in advance 
for live performances)  
 

21. Questions/Answers: As you read, compose a list of 50 content questions and answers (Ex. What is 
Cody’s favorite flavor of ice cream? Mint) This task is great for OBOB books. Questions may NOT 
have yes/no answers. 
 

22. Diary: Choose a character and create 3-5 diary entries written from their perspective. Write about a 
minimum of 3 main events in the book. 
 

23. Timeline: Make a timeline of at least 10 main events in the book. Include details from each event.  
 

24. Scrapbook: Create a physical or digital scrapbook of the story from the viewpoint of one of the 
characters.  Include at least 10 entries.   
 

25. Collage: Use magazine clippings or other photos and/or illustrations to create a collage for the book. 
Include at least 10 written descriptions of events, characters, or scenes from the book. 
 

26. Chapter Summaries: Write a one sentence summary of each chapter and illustrate the sentence. If 
your book does not have chapters, has too many, or too few (less than 10) please do the timeline 
(option #23) instead.  
 

27. Quiz: Write a multiple choice quiz with a minimum of 20 questions (include answer key).  
 

28. Sequel: Write a 1 paragraph summary of your book and a minimum 1 paragraph plot for a sequel that 
you make up.  
 

29. Setting Map: Draw an overhead view of the setting of the story and mark 10 locations with sentences 
about what happened at each location. 
 

30. Character Growth: Choose a character and write about 10 experiences that character had in the 
story and how it affected them. 

 
31. Choice Option: Something else you want to do? Speak with Mrs. Morgan.  


