
8th Grade History Summer Project 
 
Good morning, my name is Mr. Gabor Molnar and I will be your 8th Grade Language Arts and 
History teacher at St. Thomas More.  I am looking forward to continuing to work with you for 
your 8th-grade year.  A major theme that we will play with over the next school year is this 
notion of “American Identity.”  Where did we get it?  When did we realize it?  What does it mean 
to you?  What is an American?  We will look at this question from multiple perspectives, from 
different groups looking from within and from outside.  
 
When we return to school, we will be putting together an argumentative essay that attempts to 
answer the following prompt: 
 

How do we define “American Identity?”  What does it mean to be an 
American?  Choose 3 adjectives you could use that helps define the 
American Identity.  Look for examples in the summer text that support 
your argument on why your particular adjective applies to your answer. 
 

In order to aid you in your paper, you will use this book: 
 

Johnnie Tremain by Esther Forbes 
 
 
Assignment: 

While you read the book, please take note of important people, places, dates, 
and events.  For each of these make sure that you connect them together, 
explaining why each of the items is put on your list.  

 
 

When you are writing this essay follow the brainstorming format we have practiced and used in 
class.  5-paragraph essays follow a basic design.  The first paragraph, your introduction, 
includes your thesis (remember A=B b/c x, y, and z) and a brief description of your 3 main 
points.  Paragraphs 2,3, and 4 go into detail on why each point helps define “American Identity” 
for you.  In each of these paragraphs, please include 1 citation from the book and how they help 
your definition.  Paragraph 5 is your conclusion, where you put together your definition of 
“American Identity.”  The Rough Draft will be due, September 7th.  The Final Draft of this paper 
is due the first day of the second week of school, September 10th. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this assignment, you can contact me through my school 
email, gmolnar@stmpdx.org.  As we are on summer break, I will respond to your email as soon 
as I can.  Enjoy, and I am really looking forward to working with you all this year.  

https://www.amazon.com/Johnny-Tremain-Esther-Hoskins-Forbes/dp/0547614322/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2UCWGU4X6C0XL&dchild=1&keywords=johnnie+tremaine&qid=1591286849&sprefix=Johnnie+tr%2Caps%2C219&sr=8-1
mailto:gmolnar@stmpdx.org

